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Winter Festival
 On January 20th, 2018 the Students Asso-
ciation held the Winter Festival, an annual TAIS 
tradition. It was supposed to be held two months 
earlier, but due to weather issues, it was post-
poned. That evening, all the classes that were 
responsible for the activities were excited about 
it, and they started preparing for the food and 
games very early. 

Frozen T-Shirts
Among the many fun and exciting games that 
night, the frozen shirt and jail time were easily 
the most popular. In the frozen shirt game, stu-
dents had to defrost the shirts and wear them; 
it took them a while to accomplish their goal. 
Imagine the cold they suffered, but they all were 
super excited and happy participating in this in-
teresting game. Ivan Lee, a Junior High student 
won this game. 

Jailtime
The jail time was an equally exciting game be-
cause “couples” were the target of the jail guards. 
Thunderous cheering ensued when elusive An-
nie Huang and Dennis Lee were cuffed and put 
in jail together. It was such an awesome scene to 
think that on regular school days, never would 
we see these two together. They were such good 
sports that night. Meanwhile, open and official 
couples looked so cute as they were tied and put 
in jail as well.

Yummy Food
Also, that evening, many amazing and yummy 
foods were provided. The SA provided quesadil-
las and hot chocolate, while the Seniors provided 

heart-warming soup and sumptuous, light bread. 
The Freshmen’s instant noodle, however, was the 
best seller that night. It was so popular that with-
in 30 minutes, they were all gone!

That weekend was so fun-filled - first, there was 
the Winter Festival on Saturday Night which ev-
eryone enjoyed and loved and on Sunday students 
screamed and cheered for the TAIS soccer team 
as it played against TPCA in a friendly soccer 
competition. Fun weekends make students’ stay 
in the school awesome, so they wish and hope 
that every weekend on shall be like the memora-
ble January 20-21, 2018.

By Daniel Peng
 



News

Soccer Match

with TPCA

The TAIS Soccer Team had it’s 

second match with the TPCA Soc-

cer Team. The opponents were 

mostly seniors, while the TAIS 

team is largely comprised of Jun-

ior High, Freshmen, and younger 

students. Saturday night, TPCA 

played against TAC, but there 

weren’t enough players so the 

main players from the TAIS team 

plus Mr. Calleb and Mr. Bran-

naka played. TPCA won against 

the mixed team, so it was no 

surprise when the Sunday morn-

ing game against TAIS was to-

tal dominance by the away team. 

Still, the boys were excited 

to play at all and it was good 

defensive practice. Both teams 

are excited for a soccer tour-

nament alongside the customary 

basketball tournament.

Art Class Projects

The art classes under the tu-

telage of Ms. Joanne Lee cre-

ated dorm rooms and houses as 

their final projects. The rooms 
and decorations were amazingly 

lifelike and creative. At the 

end of assembly, all the stu-

dents and teachers cast their 

votes on which was the most cre-

ative and well done example.

Orphanage Visit

One of the core goals of TAIS is 

to give back to the community. 

January 6th, Sabbath afternoon, 

TAIS visited an orphanage in 

Nantou City. They played games 

and sang songs with the orphan 

kids. It was a great opportuni-

ty to try and bring some joy to 
another person’s life. 

Challenge Course
TAIS students got a day to re-

lax their minds from study and 

spend it outdoors on the chal-

lenge course. After days of 

rain, they were lucky enough to 

catch a small break, although 

it was cold and overcast. Hearts 

raced and students shouted up 

at their friends instructions 

and encouragement. A variety of 

challenges greeted the brave 

souls, from balance beam to 

tight-rope walk and a swinging 

ladder. The students who were 

able to complete the challenges 

felt stronger for it. 

“It was good defensive 
practice.”



Upcoming Events

Spirit Week

Spirit week is a lot of fun, but 

it’s also a lot of work. This 

year, SA decided to only have 

one, but it’s in the spring se-

mester. It is hoped that stu-

dents and teachers will try 

harder this time and make it 

better than in previous years. 

We look forward to SA announc-

ing the themes.

Thailand Mission Trip

TAIS is going back to Thailand 

this year. Mrs. Hall kept in 

touch with the school they vis-

ited last year. This time they 

are building new classrooms and 

will need help with the con-

struction and painting as well 

as teaching students. It was a 

rewarding experience last year 

and promises more of the same. 

This year is one of the smaller 

groups, but God doesn’t worry 

about numbers.

“He’s a dynamic, en-
gaging speaker who 
has experience with 
students around the 

world.”

Week of Prayer

For the spring semester Week of 

Prayer will happen the last week 

of April. It’s always a great 

time to reconnect with God and 

answer questions students may 

be struggling with. This year 

Steve Adams from TPCA has been 

invited. He’s a dynamic, en-

gaging speaker who has experi-

ence with students around the 

world. Keep him and each heart 

in your prayers.

Soccer Tournament

Harry Han, Daniel Peng, and 

Vincent Liao have worked tire-

lessly to make the TAIS Soccer 

Team a reality. Their dreams are 

coming to fruition as a school 

from Chaiyi, TCPA, TAA, and TAIS 

will battle in the first soc-
cer tournament in TAIS history. 

Come to the games and cheer our 

boys on.

Learning Activities

This semester Mrs. Summer Ever-

hart put together a series of 

four activities. The first one 
was Lego robot building, then 

there will be horsemanship, 

house building, and software 

programming. The Lego robot 

building activity took place on 

Sunday, March 4th and many stu-

dents really enjoyed the crea-
tivity involved.



Club Reports
Johnson Hong

In the Band club, members play instruments such as guitars, pia-

noes or drums. Playing instrument is hard, but the result according 

to members have helped them get better grades. Mr. Ryan Bovee 

is the club sponsor.

Ping pong club members under the supervision of  Pastor Leroy 

meet at the Newstart building for fun games and practice. It’s 

interesting to note that ping-pong, which has been played, by 

almost all Taiwanese students since elementary school is only a 

new club and has just been formed this semester. Can it be that 

students are already tired of  it? Far from it, because ping pong 

is good for your brain and it will make you feel happy during and 

after playing.

Lego club was born out of  a way to solve a former alumnus’ 

problem – dispose his countless Lego pieces! Amos Ngo in 

collaboration with Nathan Lee got interested in buying the pieces

for a Lego club they’ve been wanting to start. As of  this seme-

ster, the club has 2 members, and is only advisable for those very 

serious about Legos. It’s one of  the most relaxing, “do-what-you-

want” clubs, yet members are often delighted getting together, espe-

cially when their sponsor would bring some snacks for them while they 

are busy with their Lego pieces. Minecraft club organized by Peter Chung, 

7th grader, has yet to begin its first club session this semester. The four mem-

bers will hold club time with Board Game and Lego Club members. These three clubs are under 

the supervision of  Dr. Laguardia. 



Soccer team members get together and play soccer or practice in 

cases of  forthcoming competitions, on Mondays and Wednesdays 

at 6:00-7:30. Mr. Calleb is the coach and when the members are 

aware that they will participate in interschool competitions, they 

train even harder.

Meanwhile, in 3D printer club, members can print whatever they 

want, but first they need to design it on a computer, then print on 

the 3D printer. One important thing - you need to wait for a long 

time. You need to be patient. I think this is the most interesting 

club I have ever seen in TAIS because it is very special, and I hav-

en’t used the 3D printer yet, so I want to join this club.



US HISTORY
Cause and Effects of the Transcontinental Railroad

T
ranscontinental Railroad is a 

great leap of the transpor-

tation industry and huge en-

hancement of faster transportation 

than walking or wagon. By the idea 

which expressed by the US Congress 

and the need of people and traders,  

the railroad had several motivation 

and outcomes as it was being built. 

To build an enormous railway also 

the initial long transportation in the 

nation, it contains huge human ef-

fort and time; such as the cause to 

build this railway, the progress, and 

the impact of the railway.

B
efore the railroad...

Previously, people had to use a 

lot of time travelling from the 

east to the west continuously and 

also may put their life in risk. Accord-

ing to the “Building the Transconti-
nental Railroad”, before the trans-
continental railroad was completed, 

travel overland by stagecoach cost 

$1,000, took five or six months, and 

involved crossing rugged mountains 

and arid desert (Digital History). 

People that time can also choose to 

take ships to go to west by going 

down and sail around South America 

yet it had several risk as well. Al-

ternatively, a traveler would hazard 

a six week sea voyage around Cape 

Horn, or sail to Central America and 

cross the Isthmus of Panama by rail, 

risking exposure to any number of 

deadly diseases in the crossing; for 

example, yellow fever (Brief History). 

By these problem appears and the US 

manifest destiny still remain as na-

tional goal, the government and sev-

eral individuals started planning and 

discussing a fast and easier transpor-

tation. “During the 1850s, Congress 
sponsored numerous survey parties 

to investigate possible routes for a 

transcontinental railroad. No partic-

ular route became a clear favorite 

as political groups were split over 

whether the route should be a north-

ern or southern one” (Brief Histo-
ry). Theodore Judah, a civil engineer 

who helped build the first railroad in 

California, promoted a route along 

the 41st parallel, running through 

Nebraska, Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, 

and California. “He was so obsessed 
with the idea 

of a transcon-

tinental rail-

road that he 

became known 

as Crazy Ju-

dah”(Brief His-
tory). Judah 

then went to 

Wash ington , 

therefore he 

was able to 

convince congressional leaders as 

well as President Abraham Lincoln, 

who signed the Pacific Railroad Act 

into law the following year (History.

com).

T
wo Companies Compete 

Two companies competed to 

lay as much track as possi-

ble. The Central Pacific built east 

from Sacramento, California, while 

the Union Pacific built west from 

Omaha, Nebraska. “The government 
gave the companies rights of way 

of 200 feet on each side of the 

track and financial aid of $16,000 

to $48,000 for each mile of track 
laid” (Digital History). Even though 
two companies were competing, yet 

they still agreed to met both rail-

way in to one place. “The two lines 
of track would meet in the middle 

(the bill did not designate an exact 

location) and each company would 

receive 6,400 acres of land (later 

doubled to 12,800) and $48,000 in 
government bonds for every mile of 

track built” (History.com). Soon as 
the plan has already been settled, 

the solid work has come. Accord-

ing to “Building the Transcontinental 
Railroad”, the transcontinental rail-
road was built in six years almost 

entirely by hand. 

W
ork on the Railroad

Workers drove spikes into 

mountains, filled the holes 

with black powder, and blasted 

through the rock inch by inch. Hand-

carts moved the drift from cuts to 



fills. Bridges, including one 700 feet 

long and 126 feet in the air, had 

to be constructed to ford streams 

(Digital History). Also in the “Brief 
History of Transcontinental Railroad” 
mentioned that, workers blasted 

tunnels through the solid granite -- 

sometimes progressing only a foot 

a day. They were routinely lowered 

down sheer cliff faces in makeshift 

baskets on ropes where they drilled 

holes, filled them with explosives, lit 

the fuse and then were yanked up 

as fast as possible to avoid the blast 

(Brief History). Within thousands of 

workers, most workers among them 

are Chinese workers. “The Chinese 
laborers proved to be tireless work-

ers, and Crocker hired more of them; 

some 14,000 were toiling under bru-

tal working conditions in the Sier-

ra Nevada by early 1867” (History.
com). Another hardship to mention 

during the construction is the resis-

tance of Indians. According to the 

Linda hall’s article “Union Pacific 
company faced resistance from the 

Sioux, Cheyenne, and Arapaho tribes 

who were seeing their homelands in-

vaded and irrevocably changed.  The 

railroad workers were armed and of-

ten protected by U.S. Cavalry and 

friendly Indians, but the workforce 

still faced Native American raiding 

parties that attacked surveyors and 

workers, stole livestock and equip-

ment, and pulled up track and de-

railed locomotives” (Brief History). 
Overall, the construction of the 

Transcontinental Railroad was tough 

about 6 years long.

T
ravel by Rail

After 6 years of the solid con-

struction, the Transcontinen-

tal Railroad brought several impact 

to the United States. For example, 

the travelling fee through east to 

west dropped drastically as long as 

the travelling time drops. “Before 
the building of the Transcontinen-

tal Railroad, it cost nearly $1,000 

dollars to travel across the country. 

After the railroad was completed, 

the price dropped to $150 dollars” 
(History.com). Also a train named 

the Transcontinental Express arrived 
in San Francisco 83 hours and 39 
minutes after it left New York City 

(Digital History). Along with an eas-

ier and faster travel, the impact for 

whole nation was quite influencing. 

The Manifest Destiny which exists in 

citizen’s mind did a huge favor of 
fulfillment. “Canons boomed in San 
Francisco and Washington. Bells rang 

and fire whistles shrieked as people 

celebrated across the country. The 

nation was indeed united. Manifest 

Destiny was a reality” (Brief History). 
Settlers rushed into what was previ-

ously considered a desert wasteland. 

The railroad was a major cause. The 

success of the transcontinental rail-

road encouraged an American faith 

that with money, determination, and 

organization anything can be accom-

plished. The construction of railroad 

demonstrated the effectiveness of 

complex military-like organization 

and assembly-line processes (Digital 

History).  The success of the Trans-

continental Railroad still affects peo-

ple in US very much for a faster 

travelling across the land and being 

more preferred than planes and ve-

hicles.

C
onclusion

Transcontinental Railroad 

brings lots of benefits to US; 

also as the leading enhancement of 

transportation, it affected the world 

in a big impact. Without the en-

hancement of locomotive and the 

railroad system, the world wouldn’t 
be very advanced in technology now, 

and people may spend more time to 

travel through lands.

Works Cited
History.com Staff. “Transcontinental Railroad.” History.com, A&E Television Networks, 26 Jan. 2010, www.history.com/topics/inventions/transcontinental-railroad.
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Ward, 1ADAD, http://railroad.lindahall.org/essays/brief-history.html “The First Transcontinental Railroad.” The First Transcontinental Railroad, 1ADAD, www.tcrr.co
“First Transcontinental Railroad.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 27 Jan. 2018, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Transcontinental_Railroad
“Building the Transcontinental Railroad.” Digital History, 29 Jan. 2016, http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3147



“You can’t make an omelet with-
out breaking a few eggs.” 

Gaining and losing are two most 
basic, yet essential processes peo-
ple undertake. People are happy 
when they gain something; on the 
other hand, they’re in pain when 
they lose something.  But it seems 
that though gaining and losing are 
both essential, losing is much more 
important because it teaches valu-
able lessons in life.  It teaches us to 
cherish things that we have gained 
because nothing is forever, and it 
teaches us to cherish thememories 
of what we’ve lost because that’s the 
only thing left.  This is the reason 
why people try to remember things, 
and this is the reason for writing this 
article. However, this article is not 
just to remember the rivers we used 
to have, but an appeal to protect 
them for our benefit and responsibil-
ity.

First of all, we should be weep-
ing because we have taken the 

homelands of many species away 

and destroyed them. River is a home 
for diverse species to live in. If a river 
does not include various species, it 
can be likened to a useless machine 
without the essential parts or a dull 
room with no decorations. It will just 
be a place for dirt, stones, and wa-
ters. We have to protect the river’s 
original beauty by giving a suitable 
home for diverse species because 
beauty, as source of our joy, is the 
most important thing in our life. In 
addition, we will no longer need 
to help the river when it is healthy 
again because the species in there 
will form their own cycles. 
Eventually, the river will become an 
independent ecosystem, and it will 
give us benefits again. It is painful 
to think that we have lost rivers be-
cause we have never recognized 
their importance.   

Secondly, we should regret losing 
rivers. Having a good ecosystem 

for rivers is important because wa-
ter is essential to our health. A good 
quality of water will let our body ab-

by Tim Liu

Rivers are

Gone



sorb important elements. We indeed 
rely on this precious water resources 
that might be gone easily. We have 
allowed them to go dry and die.

“The River is everywhere”, (Her-
mann Hesse) and it sustains 

the world and society. Powerful em-
pires in ancient time such as Egypt, 
China, and the United States have 
all been raised by big rivers. The 
river is called “the mother of civili-
zation” because we are relying on 
it as if relying on our mother. What 
we originally should do for the river 
is just like paying back our debt to 
our mother because it takes care of 
us as we are grow up. Having such a 
wonderful parent like this is a bless-
ing; as a result, we should pay back 
and help our parents during their 

hardships, not harm them. It’s our 
responsibility to take care of our par-
ents because we owe them a lot.

We have lost the rivers. But, be-
cause they love us so much, 

they still give us a gift of one import-
ant lesson when they die: cherish 
and use everything with wisdom be-
cause nothing is forever except our 
almighty God.



We all have heard of the cool cowboys from the west and their gun-

slinging and lasso skills, but have we ever wondered how the cow-

boys originated and for what purpose? Cowboys in the west are actually 

mountain herders. They work at the cattle ranges in the American West. 

The representation of cowboys are young and unmarried men. Being a 

cowboy requires great stamina, good athletics, and knowledges of the 

horse and cattle. During the roundup times, the cowboys would spend 

months gathering, sorting, branding, and driving cattle. Each cowboy 

would maintain a string or a half-dozen or more horses. The wages of 

the cowboys per month during the 1880s were from $25 to $30. 

Roping and Herding

Cowboys are skillful in ropes and horses. They are also 

good at branding, herding, and taming horses. To brand is to 

tie a horse’s legs together and put a hot piece of iron with 

the owner’s own badge on it onto the horse. This indicates 

that the horse belongs to a specific owner. Herding and rop-

ing are very important to cowboys. The main job of a cow-

boy is to take care of cows. When it comes to taking care 

of cows, herding is a very important job. To herd, you put 

all of your horses into the ranch or you transport your 

horses to different locations. Roping is also an important 
part of the cowboy life. To rope, you lasso the horns of a 

cow, goat, and other animals in the west. 

Clothes and Style

In the 1800s, cowboys wore jeans, leather boots, and very fash-

ionable and cool shirts. Their clothings were very popular and gave 

them the courage at the time. The cowboys wore a very famous 

and fashionable hat called a cowboy hat. The Cowboy hat had a 

very authentic shape to it, and there were strings tied on the hat. 

The stampede strings were installed to prevent the hat from be-

ing blown off when riding at speed. These long strings were usu-

ally made from leather or horsehair. Typically, the string was run 

halfway around the crown of a cowboy hat, and then through a 

Cowboys
Vincent Liao



hole on each side with its ends knotted and 

then secured under the chin or around the 

back of the head keeping the hat in place in 

windy conditions or when riding a horse. 

Gunslinging

Their clothing and gunslinging skills 

were very cool to us. Gunslinging was a very 

common skill that the cowboys used. It was 

basically drawing their Colt 45 very quickly 

before they fire it. Their Colt 45 inspired us 
to make modern guns and it inspired a lot of 

gunslinging performers. We all like the cow-

boys’ style and their skills, but they may be 

slightly different from what we might imag-

ine they are like. 

Conclusion

I think that the way cowboys ruled the 

west was kind of violent and cruel, but cow-

boys looked very stylish and cool. I think that 

cowboys were quite brave, putting their lives 

in their cattle. I also liked the way cowboys 

lived and their way of using guns to control 

things.



Biotech Internship

In the internship program of TAIS, 
Mrs. Hall and Mrs. Summer have 

found another opportunity for students 
when they were offered training by the 
owners of a newly established hydropon-
ic farming/restaurant located nearby the 
school campus. Hydroponic farming is 
non-traditional way of planting using 
water as substitute for land or soil. Some 
gravel may be used to support plants 
when needed. The owners thought that 
it would be wiser to put up a restau-
rant where their vegetable harvests will 
be consumed and enjoyed. Apart from 
restaurant use, vegetables and other 
plants in the farm are open for guests or 
general public to buy. 

The hydroponic farming internship 
for Grade 10 and 11 of TAIS be-

gan on January 18, and will go on for 
six Sundays. On their first day, students 

were introduced to the farm and the 
hydroponic method, and also to the 
whole business complex. They were 
also oriented on the whole internship 
offer. That Sunday, they were told that 
students who would decide to continue 
after six weeks of training, might have 
the chance of being hired as a part-time 
worker either in the farm or restaurant 
if the management liked their perfor-
mance. As part of the TAIS internship 
program, all 10th and 11th graders are 
required to attend the training for six 
weeks. 

Written by Rucy Dai
Layout by Oliver Wang



Naomi Huang is partici-

pating in the National 

Student Competition of 

Music in Yunlin on March 

30th, 2018 as a violin-

ist. She has been play-

ing violin for 13 years 

since she was only four 

and a half years old. She 

started participating in 

competitions in 7th grade 

and to date, she has com-

peted in 7 already, 4 

times solo and 3 times in 

a quartet.  Whenever she 

has a competition, she 

naturally gets a little 

nervous but she will al-

ways pray to God to let 

her calm down. When she 

is performing, her only 

hope is for the audience 

to enjoy her music. She 

was so surprised when she 

got first place in the re-
gionals held in Nantou, 

thus her participation 

in the national level.  

Naomi is a faculty kid – 

the daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. Brian Huang, teach-

ers at TAA (Taiwn Adven-

tist Academy) on this 

campus. Name: Naomi Huang
Age: 16

Truth Lee is 16 years old 

and is a 10th grader. 

She has lived in Amer-

ica for five years since 
she was 11 years old, but 

was born and schooled in 

Taiwan during her early 

years In the U.S., she 

was homeschooled from 

5th-8th grade. Last year, 

she had the privilege to 

be schooled in a highly 

competitive and populous 

high school in Pennsyl-

vania where she attended 

some AP (advanced pro-

gram) classes. Striving 

towards academic excel-

lence has been her pre-

occupation, homeschooled 

or not; it’s not because 

her parents pushed her 

to do so, but because she 

could realize the signif-

icance of being skilled 

and proficient from the 
success stories of many 

role models she has read 

about. She loves reading 

and learning – it seems 

that nothing can let her 

lose interest in accumu-

lating knowledge.  

Then and Now

She has lived in four 

different states in the 
U.S.A: Washington State, 

California, Texas, and 

Pennsylvania. Moving 

schools often has never 

let her feel left out; she 

thought it was necessary 

for her growth. Truth is 

now back in Taiwan as a 

10th grader at TAIS. Her 

teachers attest to her 

enthusiasm, diligence, 

and high ability. Unfor-

tunately, after this se-

mester, she will again 

be homeschooled, taking 

courses online. 

Name: Truth Lee
Age: 16
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Lost Picture

The 

time is 

stopped when 

the shutter is 

closed,

Carefully I hide 

it and gently 

smiled.

Thinking of her, 

she’s the one I sup-

posed,

Back to home, the pic-

ture must be compiled.

It was all my fantasy, 

so I riled,

Abruptly a wind blew, 

and my dream broke.

The picture flew and my 
heart has exiled,

I vowed million 

times, she thinks 

it’s a joke.

Desiring her love, 

therefore I invoke,

Gravity can’t hold us fall-

ing in love. 

We will be the protagonists 

of folk,

As I here pledge to the true God 

above.

By Hip-Hop Men


